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NOTICE. 


The first number of this Periodical is out of print, but we | 


have succeeded in collecting a few copies for Annual Sub- 


| however, defeated on. the ballot, by one vote. 


College.—School at Kahira.—Smyrna fund at Brilon.— Ministerial Law con- 
eerning the changing of Jewishnames.—-The Talmud Torah School at Hamburgh. 
Entertainment to Dr. Lowe, at Rosenberg. 

Feast of Purim and its associations, 

Tale from the Talmud, 

Peyutim,—Notice. 


A Poet's Dying Hymn. 


Reviews. 
Notices for the Ensuing Fortnight. 


Notices to Correspondents, Advestisements. 


The majority 
was composed, in part, of ultras, and partly of those who 


objected merely to the period selected for the proposition, in 


scribers of Half-a-Guinea or upwards, towards our loss on the | 


undertaking : they will be entitled to future numbers on the 
day of publication. 

We have been urged to give a list of all such annual sub- 
scriptions received, as well as of contributions to the guarantee 
fund; and unless we learn the existence of some valid objection 


to such a course, we propose to publish the list in our. 


Passover number. 

Readers, out of London, would much simplify our arrange- 
ments, by giving their orders to any respectable Bookseller, 
who will obtain the numbers in the ordinary routine of business, 
without extra charge. 


THE SECESSION CONGREGATION. 

Since our last observations concerning this body, we learn 
that the ancient Congregation of Sphardim (from which the 
principal secessions have been made) has had under considera- 
tion, the expediency of modifying the extreme penalties of its 
law of oon (excommunication). ‘To some of our readers, it 
may be needful to explain, that the congregational laws of this 
community contain frequent allusions to the objects for which 
they were enacted. In this instance, it appears to us, that a 
compact with Charles the Second had chanced the tenure of 
their position in this country, dependent upon an observance of 
the conditions. of this compact. It was therefore essential to 
the well-being of the whole congregation, that it should possess 
the faculty of controlling, or, failimg that, of repudiating the 
conduct of individual members in contravention of this com- 
pact. Hence it declares, that if any person shall have incurred 
the penalty of Cherem, no other Jew shall hold any communi- 
- Cation with him, under penalty of Cherem also. The rigid con- 
struction of this law it would now be impossible to carry out, 
even though it were consonant with the spirit of the present 
times, and the altered circumstances of the Jewish community. 
Impressed with these views, a liberal section of the Sphardim 
Congregation advocated a modification of the law; they were, 


the apprehension that a relaxation, otherwise expedient, might, 
at this juncture, be construed into sympathy with the seceders. 

After this meeting, (we cannot comprehend wherefore, if 
intended to produce an effect, this was not done before, ) two 
documents, copies of letters addressed by.the seceders to the 
elders of the Sphardim Synagogue, have been transmitted, in a 
lithographed form, by one of the writers, to the members at 
large. ‘These papers are drawn up in a kindly spirit, and we 
are willing to believe, that nothing but the hallucination which 
ever accompanies the dear delusion of ** sacrifices for conscience 
sake,” could have dictated the charge of ‘* total disinclination 
to attend to our suggestions, or even to listen to our views.” 
Is not the admission more just, that ‘* our object was to esta- 
blish a new synagogue on the principles we had so long advo- 
cated”? In the letter which formally intimates their secession 
from the congregation, there is a passage which we feel com- 
pelled to quote. ‘* We had flattered ourselves with the hope 
that you would not wholly have disproved our alterations, and 
even had they failed to. elicit your sanction, that you would, at 
least, have accompanied your objections by a statement of 
valid reasons, grounded on the acknowledged principles of our 
faith.” If, in the *‘ acknowledged principles of our faith,” 
they included the authority delegated to spiritual guides by the 
Mosaic law, an authority essential for the exposition of that law, 
then do we lament with them the absence of the ‘* statement”; 
but if, as we fear, it was predetermined to reject all guidance 
or dependence, then it boots not now to canvass the manner.of 
their bolas formally censured ; for that they should be so, in 
some sort, was, and is inevitable. 

We learn, that the seceders have applied to the President of 
the London Committee of Deputies of the British Jews, claim- 
ing that he, under the 3Uth clause of the Act for legistration, 
should certify, in writing,” the minister of the seceders “to 
be the secretary of a synagogue in England of persons profess- 
ing the Jewish religion.” Sir Moses Montefiore, the officer 
applied to, has refused to certify ; and with the declaration of 
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the Ecclesiastical authorities (published in our last) before him, | 


we cannot see how he could do otherwise. In most contests, 
it is an amiable disposition of mere spectators, at once to sym- 
pathize with the suffering party; but let those who would 
reason on the subject, weigh the bearings of this sad emer- 
gency. Inthe 3lst clause of the Act, (the book is before us, 
it is declared essential to every Jewish marriage, that “ the 
proceedings in relation thereto, have been conformable to the 
usages of the persons professing the Jewish religion.” — Phe 
2nd clause of the det for Marriage, recognises the legality of 
Jewish marriages, in order that ** Persons professing the Jewish 
religion may continue to contract and solemnize marriage 
according to the usages of the said persons.” 

Now what are these usages,—who shall define them,—and 
what is the needful security that they shall be observed ? 
Here is a handful of laymen, confessedly unlearned, declaring 
that the only law they will recognise is that of the Scriptures ; 
—and what say the Scriptures on the subject of marriage ?— 

It is a duty, though a painful one, to canvass this subject 
ireely ; but we at once Pah sy that we desire to cast no slur 
upon the motives or designs of the misguided gentlemen Who 
COTM the present seceding congregauion. In order, there- 
fore, to avoid even the semblance of personality, we will sup- 
pose another body ot seceders, or say, their own descendants 
to have obtained the registration ofa secretary, for the solemni- 
zation of marriages according to the USUTES of the Jews.—Shall 
these usages be deduced from Scripture records, trom the patri- 
archs downwards apprehend that a reversion to usages 
sO primitive, would somewhat scandalize our modern notions 
of propriety. —Well, suppose they condescend to tolerate the 
Imposition of py py ADIN and that they even forbear to carve 
the uswul* ritual, still one wife may not suffice their emancipated 
wishes, They will have been spared the necessity or dis- 

‘crediting “the celebrated decision of Rabenu Gershon and a 
hundred Rabbins,”’s because their precursors, honest men, im 
their eagerness for a ** broad fact,” unwittingly paved the way 
to the comfortable old usages of polygamy. 

It is not quite clear at what point of this sliding scale, the 
survivor will demand his brother's childless widow, according 


to his reading of the **‘ One immutable law,”’—What will the | 


ayn be to the enlightened ? 


But more than all, what will Young Judaism do in the matter 


ot divorces? Will it tolerate the obstructive policy of Rab- 
binism ? Wall it not rather, as a matter of course, ** put away” the 
unlortunate being who ceases to charm ? : 
Knough—And while we freely acquit the pioneers of seces- 
sion of even contemplating what they still cannot deny may be 
the fruits of their labours, can we blame those whose office 
renders them conservators of Judaism for time to come, if they 
must appear harsh, mistrustful, and ungenerous, to the un- 
thinking world’ The fable represents the churlish forest to 
have reiused a shivering woodman the fuel he begged for—¢ 
would have Leen used for a handle to his hatchet. 
The usages of the British Jews, in respect to marriage, form 
a system, nicely balanced between the laws of the country, as 
declared by act of parliament, and the requirements of the 
Jewish religion and polity, as defined, in need, by our own 
ecclesiastical authoriues. (Judicial decisions have established 
this.) Hence it is, that we have no marriages now among 
us, without ecclesiastical sanction: —no stolen matches 
held) valid—no irregularities in these hallowed contracts, 
whether religious, moral, or legal; and it was confidence 
in our scrupulousness as to these essentials, which obtained the 
special privileges granted us by the legislature. Can it then 
be expedient to concede powers, which, if not to be held irre- 
sponsibly, must at least be exercised where no control would 
be recognised? God forbid that the sanction of a legal mar- 
nage should be witheld from any class; the seceders have their 
remedy, but they must not bring misrule into “ the convocation 
of Israel ;"’ and what else but misrule is it—flagrantly to dis- 


_ © The received formula contains these words, “‘ Behold thou art conse- 
crated to me, &c. according to the law of Moses and Israel.” Can they, 
in their scepticism, employ the whole of that formula ? and if they do, will 
it not be solemnly to recognise that which they would as solemnly reject ? 


regurd the lan, as it is reriten; and to contemn it, as tt is 
explained ?* 


ON THE UTILITY AND PRACTICABILITY OF ESTABLISHING 
A COLLEGE IN CONJUNCTION WITH A ywrDn A’. 


Under the above title, we have received the plan and estimate 
promised by ‘* Veritas,” in our last number. We regret the 
impossibility of finding room for the whole of gate epennved 4 
observations; this, however, he will the more rea ily excuse, 
when he is informed that, unable to find room for two plans in 
detail, we have deferred the publication of our own, In order 
to redeem the implied pledge to insert 

After dilating upon “ the reproach whic =e itherto 
attached to the Jews of ¢/iis country, so palpably and so 
peculiarly, in the neglect to make adequate provision for our 
spiritual ‘as well as our intellectual wants, Veritas argues that 
this juncture is especially propitious for the accomplishment ot 
a well-digested plan. He weighs the separate objects of the 
two parties who desire a college, and proves that they are by 
no means incompatible, but capable of realization In one com- 
prehensive scheme. As a man of practical experience in the 
matter, he points out where misconceptions exist on both sides, 
Of Talmudical study, he says—‘‘ It is totally unlike that of 
anv other science: inasmuch as the Talmud does not confine 


itself to one exclusive branch of knowledge, but treats of all ° 


fundamental existing sciences. Theology, jurisprudence, phi- 
losophy, metaphysics, astronomy, etc., form a component part of 
it. ‘Phe multifarious ingredients, however, are not separated ; 
each is strictly referred to its respective class, but so co-mixed 
that we catinot enter on the study of one, without at the same 
time, in some measure, partaking of all: hence, the difficulties 
which are to be surmounted, in order to arrive at any pro- 
ficiency, may be conceived. It may, with truth, be asserted 
that no study (that of mathematics not excepted) expands the 
mind so much, and so adapts it for all. other acquirements, as 
that of the Talmud; so replete is it with acute and subtle 


reasoning, and logical deductions, that whosoever has drunk 


deeply of that knowledge, can acquire any other science with 
incredible facility ; hence, our Jewish-philosophers and eminent 
men, even of the present century, have all been zealous students 
in rabbinical erudition. But whilst the great advantage attend- 
ing the study of the Talmud is admitted, it must not be con- 


-cealed that unless a great degree of proficiency be attained in 


it, it rather contracts than expands the mind, and to arrive at 
that proficiency, it requires long and continued application— 
oy 32 msmi—and even then, unless fitted by nature, a 
mechanical knowledge. only may be acquired, without arrival 
at eminence. I fearlessly put the question to those learned 
gentlemen who, from their infancy hens devoted their time, 
particularly in Poland, to the study of the Talmud, whether 
ten out of a hundred of their schoolfellows have become dis- 
tinguished scholars ? | 

Let us now reverttothe subject under immediate considera- 
tion; suppose a college were established for the reception of 
pupils to be instructed almost exclusively in the Talmud, and 
trained for our spiritual guides, does it follow because we 
intend them for that purpose, that they will ultimately be fitted 
for it? Are we convinced, that nature has gifted them with 
the necessary abilities and application? Or, are we sure that 
as they advance in age, their inclinations will lead them to 
embrace the offices for which we have intended them? Let us 
suppose a few to arrive at such a degree of perfection as to 
answer our expectations, what will be the fate of the others? 
They will have the same knowledge of Hebrew, but be unqual- 
ified for any secular purpose. Let us even grant that all shall 
become qualified as Rabbins, have we, in that case, sufficient 
employment for them? Certainly not—We shall then, evi- 
dently, for the benefit of a few, destroy the prospects of many. 


* We might have felt impelled to review an accredited manifesto of the 
seceders, (in the form of an opening discourse from their minister), but we 
ave just seen the broad question of, the character of the Oral Law. sv 
admirably treated in a manuscript submitted to our inspection, that we 
shall consider it a grave reproach against those who have been so prone to 
the harsher policy, if this manuscript be not published. 
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‘« Would it not, therefore, be more reasonable to establish a 
college, embracing a general course of useful instruction, in 
which Hebrew shall form a prevailing feature? When the 

upil has studied there, say until the age of fifteen, he, will 
hava acquired a sound foundation in all essential branches of a 
liberal education, and be so prepared in Hebrew, that if his 
talents and inclination prompt him to devote himself to that 
study, he will be able to enter the higher school ystpn where 
he may advantageously continue his Talmudical studies, and at 
the same time improve himself, by his- own industry, in all 
other branches, without the assistance of masters. Thus, in 
every respect, will he become quatified either for spiritual or 
secular appointments. In fact, the college would be in relation 
to the what endowed schools are to the wniver- 
sities. In these schools, the student receives instruction until 
the age of seventeen, (not being able to enter the universities 
under that age,) without reference to any particular profession, 
He then enters the university, where he chooses the particular 
branch to which his inclination prompts him, and devotes his 


time accordingly. Thus the views of both parties, differing in 


opinion, would be combined. The college and pvsypr pia 
would go hand in hand, and the most happy results may 
reasonably be expected. 

‘Tt remains only to ascertain (with regard to pecuniary con- 
siderations) the plan from which the most advantageous results 
could be expected. An institution for day pupils only, could 
never, amongst us, command that high character compatible 
with our views. A day school, being a centre whose radii are 
necessarily confined within a certain circumference, is conse- 
quently unavailable to all who live beyond its limits. The 
number must, therefore, necessarily be confined, and the 
revenue prove insufficient to meet the high salaries efficient 
instruction requires, 

‘It would therefore be expedient to have a boarding academy, 
which would be accessible, not only to the Jews in London, 
but likewise to the community at large ; and as the terms are 
intended to be moderate, more than a sufficient number might, 
with certainty, be calculated upon to defray the expenses. 

‘* As some may be sceptical, whether such a scheme, however 
feasible in theory, could be attained in practice, on account of 
the great expenses that must be incurred, I take the liberty of 
submitting the outlines of a plan whereby the practicability of 


_ the so much desired object can be ascertained.” 


PLAN, 

1. A fund to be raised by subscription for the establishment 
of an Institution, to be called yotpn nea or Hebrew College, 
for the training of students for clerical offices. | 

2. The Talmud and other Theological and Philosophical 
works in Hebrew, to be the only studies pursued in it, under the 
superintendence of a Rabbinical Professor., _ 

3. In addition to the students on the foundation, others to be 
admitted by paying a certain sum annually, as may be deter- 
mined upon. | | 

4. No student to be eligible to enter the College, unless he 
be well versed in Hebrew Grammar, 4)n & pwn. 

5. In conjunction with the wapn nia, a School to be esta- 
blished in which the pupils are to’be boarded. This to be 
called The Jewish High School. 

6. The branches of instruction, in this School, to comprise 
Latin, Greek, English, French, Mathematics, Natural Philo- 
sophy, Writing, Book-keeping, History, Geography, Hebrew 
Grammar, with commentaries, & mw». 

7. To be accessible to every, youth of the Jewish persuasion, 
on payment of thirty-five gumeas per annum, for board and 
instruction, including all the branches named in article 6. 

8. The charge for a foundation pupil to be twenty guineas 
per annum, payable from the subscription fund. 

9. A Head aster to be appointed. whose department shall 
be the instruction of Hebrew in all its branches, through the 
medium of the English. The Head Master to superintend 
likewise the progress of the pupils in all essential sciences 
taught in the Scheol. | 

10. A sufficient number of well-qualified resident teachers 
to be engaged by a Committee appointed by the subscribers, 


under whose direction the business of the School should be 
conducted. 

11. No Classical or Mathematical Masters should be eligible 
except such as have been in one of the Universities, 


12. The Head Master not to receive any salary, but to con- 


duct the domestic affairs, provide the necessary servants, and 
board the pupils for twenty-one pounds per annum for each 
pupil. 

Such an arrangement is advisable. First, on the score of 
economy, as it would save the salaries of the Head Master and 
Matron. Secondly, as he would thus have a personal interest 
in the School, more exertion for the progress and comfort of 
the pupils might be expected. —-——— 

The following is a financial estimate, oe the number 
of pupils (exclusive of those on the foundation) to consist of 
sixty, although a much larger number might reasonably be 
expected; as it is known that even private Establishments, 
where the terms amount to double the charge above stated, 
have had eighty pupils. But as it is expedient to convince 
even those who are not sanguine in their expectations, the 
following estimate is made for that number. 

| ESTIMATE. 

Sixty Pupils, at Thirty-five Guineas . 
House Rent arid Taxes £200 
Mathematical Do. (to teach Natur. Philosophy) 80 
English Do. (to teach History and Geography) 70 
Writing Ditto, (to teach the Globes, ke.) «70 
Board for Sixty Pupils, at 21/7. per annum 1260 
Ditto, for Six Masters, at £25 per annum . 150 

2090 


Surplus £115 


THE MESSIAIL 
(Latracts from Leeser's Sermons continued.) 


“With regard to everlasting damnation having been the 
portion of every one that died before a given period, it is 
absolutely contradicted, not only by the spirit, but by the letter 
of the Bible also. First, nowhere in direct terms 1s It an- 
nounced that a Messiah should come to redeem sou/s trom 
purgatory ; and secondly, we are taught that we have power 
over sin, as God said to Cain, ‘ If thou dost act well thou 
wilt be accepted, but if thou dost not act well, sin will rest 
at the door, and to thee is his desire, but thou canst rule over 
him.’—Here a direct dominion over sin is conceded to man, 
Further, in Leviticus xviii. 5, we read: ‘ And you shall 
observe my statutes and my judgments, which a man is to do 
and live through them, I am the Lord.’.—Deut. xxxil. 47: 
‘For it is not an empty matter foryou, on the contrary, It 1s 
your life..—Solomon, the wise king of Israel, speaking of the 
divine wisdom, the fear of the Lord, and the knowledge of the 
law, says’ (Prov. viii. 35): * For he that finds me, has found 
life, and has obtained favour of the Lord.’—Chap. ix. II: 
‘For through me thy days will be many, and multiplied will 
be to thee the years of life.—Chap. i: ‘ Long lite are on 
her right, on her left riches and honour. Her ways are ways 
of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace. A tree of life is 
she to those that lay hold of her, and her supporters are happy.’ 
In Ezekiel, also, chap. xx. we find, ‘ And I gave unto them 
my statutes, and my judgments I made known to them, which 


a man is to do and live through them. And also my Sabbaths 


I gave to them to be for a sign between me and them, to show 
that I am the Lord that sanctified them.’ All these passages, 
selected without any particular care from various books of 
Scripture, go far to prove, that God, in giving the Sabbath and 


the statutes contained in the law delivered from Sinai, intended — 


that their observance should insure life and happiness; that 
salvation of the soul must be there included, since no other 
requisite is ever spoken oforevenalludedto. “* * 
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“If now, as it must be evident, happiness and life could be 
reached through these means at the time of the prophets, it 
is apparent, that, unless a limitation had been mentioned, the 
same means must now produce, and this inevitably so, the same 
results; or to state the matter so as to offer an answer to the 
objection raised, that God is willing and able to save mankind 
unto salvation, without the intervention of a mediator or a 
vicarious sacrifice to be offered up as an atonement for the ori- 
ginal sin of Adam: since aman’s own righteousness, based upon 
an observance of the law of God, is enough to save him, By 
this, however, we do not mean to say, that any man can set 
up a measure or a quantity of righteous deeds, beyond which 
he need not ZO to ensure the desired happiness ; but that, if a 
man has done all in sincerity and truth that ever was in his 
power of accomplishing, he will doubtlessly receive the favour 
of that Being, whom in sincerity he has endeavoured to wor- 
ship. Consequently, the doctrine maintained by us cannot be 
charged with the defect of a tendency to render us proud and 
careless; but, on the contrary, it will cause us to be circum- 
spect and humble, since by these means alone, we shall be 
induced to make exertions to obtain the favour of the Lord, 
to do which has been placed altogether within our power ; for, 
in addition to the gift of a rational soul, our God and king gave 
us his law for our government, by observing which, a man may 
live virtuously and reach life and happiness. 

“Tn the foregoing, it has been briefly shown, that the Deity ts 
not divisible, and that, consequently, He never could have been 
divided; add to which, that God is a pure spirit, not liable to 
change or decay, not visible to, nor tangible by the senses: and 
it must be conceded, that the divine essence, or God himself, 
never could have been inclosed within a mortal body ; ‘for to 
have thus been mixed up with mortality would have rendered 
the godhead liable to change, death, and corruption ; and then 
the deity, while on earth in such a body, must have been tan- 
gible, material, and visible to the eyes; and does not the pro- 
phet say, ‘* And to whom will you compare God, and what 
form will you liken to Him?” (Isaiah xl. 19.) But let even this 
pass; and if one execution did effect an atonement for mankind, 
what need is there for any exertion to live virtuously, since a 
complete atonement must have been made? And if it be Con- 
tended, that the death of the Messiah was only to remove the 
disability for happimess which before existed, then we ask, what 
was the state of the righteous of former times? Were they 
saved or not? if the first, how could they be happy with the 
original sm unatoned for? and, if the last, howjcould God give 
them a law, which after all.could not satisfy his indignation ? 
But pass over this objection also, as more ingenious than solid ; 
yet we may ask, what are men of the present day to do to 
obtain felicity after once their disability has been removed ? 
W hat law are they to obey? Our opponents do not say that 
our law is to be followed ; and yet we may boldly say, that they 
have none of divine origin to offer in its stead. The Messiah 
is acknowledgedly but an agent, even grant him to be a part of 
the Deity ; and what right has he then to abrogate the old, and 
iustitute anew law? And even grant this also, still the ques- 
tion recurs, where is the new code, where is the public legis- 
lation, where is the evident manifestation of divine glory, like 
the glorious descent on Sinai? The doctrines, in short, of the 
incarnation, of the vicarious atonement, and of the new reli- 
gion in all its modifications, are all obnoxious to the objections 
just indicated; and although so briefly stated, yet the demon- 
strations and proofs drawn from Holy Writ, faithfully and 
honestly drawn, must convince every Israelite, and to these 
alone I address myself, that the doctrine of a plurality im the 
divine Author of all, is inconsistent ; that the doctrine of an 
mearnation is incompatible with the nature of God as pro- 
nounced through the mouths of the prophets; that the doctrine 
of an appeasing offering being requisite to satisfy God, and to 
enable Him to save mankind, when otherwise he would not 
be able, is unsupported and contradicted by Scripture, since 
God always announces himself as the only Redeemer and Sa- 
viour, from whom all redemption proceeds, and that all beings 
actunder Him and are ruled by his guidance ; and by inference, as 


well as by direct argument, we have arrived at the conclusion, 


that God is ong and alone, without division, without similitude ; 
never delegated his power to any other being, besides . rich that 
no other power equal to Him can exist ; that He has — 
doomed man to utter hopelessness; but that He has establish- 
ed statutes and ordinances which, when observed, will lead to 
happiness, here and hereafter—In illustration of this, we read 
further in Isaiah (xli. 4): 


‘ Who effected and did this? Who called forth the generations from the 

beginning? I, the Lord, the first, and with the latest, I am the same.’ 
“These predicates and attributes apply but to the One, before 
whom walked our patriarch Abram, whom God called out from 
Ur in Chaldea, that he might become a shining light to those 
who dwelt in darkness; there exists no other being that shareth 
his glory, and none ever will be.—O our God! who shall rule 
with Thee! none can ever exist to whom Thou canst be com- 
pared; for Thou alone art God, and thine alone will ever be 


the dominion over all.—But yet of thy glory and of | 


thy wisdom Thou hast bestowed on man the work of thy hand ; 
and willest that he should be happy by obeying thy precepts, 
and the children of Jacob Thou hast chosen to be thy beloved 
people; let then, we pray Thee, thy power be again displayed, 
and send Thou the anointed messenger, David thy servant, 
whom Thou hast ordained to effect, by thy assistance, the resto- 
ration of thy people, who look up to Thee in their captivity, 
and ery unto Thee in their affliction. May this speedily come 
to pass, even in our days and in our lives, and may ‘ then Judah 
be saved and Israel dwell securely.’ Amen!” 


MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE, | 

Another Jew made High Sheriff-—* On Friday last, our 
highly respected co-religionist (one of the Deputies of British 
Jews) Emanue! Lousada, Esq., of Peake House, Sidmouth, was 
sworn in at Exeter, before the proper authorities, as High 
Sherif of the county of Devonshire, for the ensuing year. We 
understand that this gentleman, who isa descendant of one of the 
most respectable Jewish families in England, is possessed of 
large landed properties in Devonshire and Huntingdonshire, 
and that he is highly esteemed in his immediate neighbour- 
hood for his active, benevolent, and charitable disposition 
towards his tenantry. His lady is daughter of the much 
lamented Abraham Goldsmid, Esq., and sister to the present 
Lady Goldsmid.”—F'rom a Correspondent. 

* Lhe Standard” announces that “ Hananel De Castro, Esq., 
was elected Deputy Chairman of the United Kingdom Lite 
Assurance Company, in place of William Plasket, Esq., lately 
deceased.” Mr. De Castro is one of the Wardens of the Sphar- 
dim Synagogue ; the compliment, paid to him in the above 
election was the greater, as he was the youngest Director at the 
Board. 

The Manchester Congregation has, by a unanimous vote, 
affirmed the Assessment system, as a substitute for the pre- 
carious and incompatible sources of income previously depended 
upon in that Synagogue. 

Jews’ Infant School.—The Children present just now a very 
pleasing and uniform appearance, in brown printed pinafores 
the donation of a few benevolent ladies, ; 

Southampton.—A. Abraham, Esq. has been unanimously elect- 
ed Sheriff, for the town and county of Southampton, This 
gentleman was first elected a councillor of the Borough in 
1838, after a severe contest, and was Returning officer in 1841. 


n no occasion, has he made any other declaration. than is 
consistent with his creed as a Jew. : 


Board of Deputies.—At a special sitting of this Board, on 
Monday last, a vote was ea: 
its President, to aren for a Secretary to the secession con- 
gregation, as — elsewhere. There were laid on the 
table also, Special instructions on the subject, from the Eccle- 
siastical authorities, and the opinions of two eminent counsel. 
Grand Junction Railway.—Our attention has been directed 


| to the proceedings at a special meeting of proprietors of this 


confirmatory of the refusal of 
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Railway, and to the following passage in the Directors’ report : 


‘‘ Intmmation has been sent to every proprietor, of the inten-— 


tion of the directors to propose the appropriation of £1,000 
towards the erection of a church at Crewe. The company’s 
establishments for the repairs of engines and carriages will 


their families, will then be deprived of their present oppor- 
tunities of religious instruction, and settled in a spot possessing 
provision only for its own very limited population. 
circumstances, the directors consider they are performing their 
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supper; after which, Mr. Sampson Samuel, who was called 
upon by the Chairman, made an eloquent and energetic appeal 


to those present, in aid of the funds of the Institution. He was 


extremely happy in his allusion to the bright eyes before him, 


-as contrasted with the darkened condition of the individuals 
shortly be removed there; and some hundreds of men, with — 


whose sufferings it was their object to alleviate. He stated 


that the Institution, since its establishment, had dispensed 


In these 


duty no less to the shareholders, than to the workmen who are | 


a upon them, in commending to your favourable 
judgment the motion of which they have given notice. The 


amount per £100 share, caused by the appropriation of £1,000 Ossian, he concluded by calling upon the gentlemen to pledge 


for the above purpose, would be about 103d.; and the directors | their fair partners in the toast * Prosperity to the Institution,” 


are prepared to recommend, that any proprietor who may 
object to this appropriation, should have the option of receiving 
his proportion of the amount.” : 

‘“* The particulars of the accounts having been read, and the 


report adopted, Joun Moss, Esq. late chairman of the directors, | 


proposed, and Lewin Mozury, Esq. seconded the resolution, 
allotting £1,000 to the erection of a church at Crewe; witha 
proviso, that any person dissenting from the resolution should 
have his proportion of that sum repaid to him at the rate of 
lld.per£100 share. The resolution, after a short conversation, 


and after several inquiries had been answered, was passed 


benefits to the amount of nearly LOVVD ; that forty-six objects 
had been pensioned, twelve of whom were now remaining ; and 
he hoped that the manner in which the appeal would be 
answered, might not only enable the Society to increase the 


number of its pensioners, but also the pittance now afforded to 


enem. con, It appeared, that the intention of the directors to_ 


obtain a grant for the establishment of schools had been 
relinquished, owing to the difficulty of deciding what sort of 
education, liberal or exclusive, should be adopted.” 


| Mr. Mozxey, the seconder of this liberal proposition, is a | 


leading member of the Liverpool Synagogue, and we can only 
regret that he did not, as a condition of his personal support, 
insist upon the relinquishment of Sectarian squabbles in a 
matter of such importance to the interests of socicty, as the 
education of the humbler orders.—Ep. | | 

To Teachers in Publie Schools —We recommend an imme- 
diate application for tickets of admission to a course of lectures 
on the Chemistry of daily life, by Dr. D. B. Reid, employed 
by the Educational Committee of the Privy council. ‘The 
course 1s specially designed for the instruction of Teachers, in 


order to qualify them to impart useful knowledge to their | 


upils. The lectures are to be delivered in Exeter Hall, on 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Vednesday Evenings, commencing with the 10th March next: - 


1000 tickets are to be distributed gratuitously to Teachers of | 


the poor, preference being given to those located in crowded 
districts. We shall be sorry to find any Jewish Teachers 
indifferent to this boon. : 


CHARITY BALL. 


On Tuesday, the 8th instant, the Institution for the Relief 
__ Of the Indigent Blind of the Jewish Persuasion, celebrated its 


twenty-second anniversary by a ball, at the London Tavern, 
Bishopsgate-street. The coming féte had excited much in- 
terest’ for several weeks previously; and we are credibly 
informed that, on the day previous to the ball, many applicants 
were unable to obtain tickets. 

On our entrance, about ten o'clock, the room, though rather 
deficient in light, presented a most animated appearance. We 
noticed a sprinkling of visitors from some of our first families, 


a feature, as we have been informed, somewhat novel on these 


occasions, but which, we are convinced, will not continue so 
at future celebrations of a like character. This conviction we 
found upon the hilarity and good feeling which universally 
prevailed, and which induced the observation in several 
quarters, that the happy group then assembled might be 
likened to a family party. For ourselves, we could not avoid 
indulging a feeling somewhat akin to family pride, at the coup 
cil presented such a gathering of our lovely sisters. 
Indeed the few Nou-Ieraclites who were present, are under- 
stood to have freely acknowledged, that it would be difficult 
to find, in any other similarly constituted assemblage, so 
striking a preponderance of the young and beautiful. | 
. bout one o’clock the company, to the number of about two 
undred and fifty, sat down to a well-served and substantial 


them. - After introducing some apt quotations from Milton and 


Mr. M. Dyte, as a Member of the Committee, powerfully 
enforced the claims of the Society upon the sympathies of the 
Jewish public. He shewed that the funds of this Charity were 
not likely to be abused, as ouly those incurably blind could be 
admitted. He alluded to the brilliancy of the scene before 
him, in terms which elicited enthusiastic cheers, and concluded 
by reminding his auditory, that the future success of the Charity 
depended on the continuance of their support. 

The Chairman, A. Solomon, Esq., after a few appropriate 
observations, read the stewards list of donations &c, received 


 inaid of the ftinds, amounting to £249, a sum far exceeding any 


former collection. To this will be added the surplus resulting 
from the sale of tickets, so that the total will be £250, 

The company having returned to the ball room, the com- 
mittee, the stewards, and a few of their fricnds sat down to sup- 
per; after which the following toasts were proposed, and duly 
honoured—.7, Solomon, President—Jacob Dacis, Esq., 
Vice President—J, Lazarus, Hsq., Treasurer.—This. gentle- 
man, in his acknowledgement, regretted that there should exist 
two institutions having the same objects in view, whereby the 
resources of both were crippled. As a proof of this, he 
adduced the fact, that formerly, (that is, before the division 


took place,) a greater number were relieved than under the 


present divided system. He contrasted the existing state of 
the Institution with what it had been when he joined it, and 
trusted that this’ might be the commencement of an. era of 
increased prosperity,—that it might lead to a union of all 
interests for the common object,—and that the gentlemen now 
present, unconnected with office, ould ailow themselves to be 
placed on the list of stewards for the next anniversary ball. 
This appeal was cheerfully responded to by several of the gen- 
tlemen alluded to, 

The next toast proposed, was—“ Larrance, Fsq.,and 
the remainder of the Committee."— Mr. Lawrance, in. his 
reply, reverted to the unpleasant feeling formerly occasioned by 
the appearance of our blind poor in the public streets ; he said, 
that if the feelings of the benevolent were no longer harrowed by 
such exhibitions. it was due to the exertions of this Institution. 
After the following toasts, the Committee and their friends also 
returned to the ball room—Sumpson Samuel, /sq., and .the 
other Auxiliary Members of the Committee—S. IT. Ellis, Esq., 
and the other Visitors.—A. Joseph, sq.—lhe Honorary 
Secretary, H. Dyte, Esq.—The Editor of the Vorce of 
Jacob, and the Jewish Press—The Ladies. 

When we left, which was at a very advanced hour of the 
morning, the dancing was still being kept up with unabated 
vigour. | 

‘We refer with satisfaction to two allusions contained in the 
above report—the desirableness of increasing the weekly stipend 
of the pensioners—and the disadvantages of two institutions 
for the same object. We extract also, from a printed report 
circulated during the supper, the following passages. 

Tn calling the attention of the friends and supporters of this 
Charity to the limited stipend it has hitherto been enabled to - 
afford to each object of its protection, they cannot but express 
their opinion that the pittance allowed, combined as it is with 
the injunction against the individual reppin it, becoming a 
street mendicant, is by far too small to supply the necessary 
wants of one afflicted with the severest calamity contingent 
upon human nature.” | 

‘¢ The Committee therefore confidently appeal to a generous 
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public, for that assistance which shall enable them not only to 
redeem a pledge, that at a future he tent the weekly:allow- 
ance shall be increased to seven shillings, but also empower 
them to receive, as pensioners of the Institution, the few re- 
maining objects still unprovided for.” 

The noble manner in which this appeal has been — 
to, will enable the Committee to redeem the pledge thus re- 
corded, and to do still better,—to coalesce with the other Insti- 
tution for the Blind, thus * uniting all interests,” economising 
the adininistration, and more effectually accomplishing the objects 
ofthe charity, Our views on the imperative duty of concen- 
trating and improving the numberless charities of this comi- 


a 


munity, have been frequently expressed, and need no further: 


comment at present. We are glad to know the disposition 
entertained on both sides, and that, from various circumstances, 
the present moment is peculiarly propitious for the much 
desired union of the two Charities for relief of the Blind, 


FOREIGN, 

We regret to announce the recent demise of M. J. A. Lemans, 
thief Rabbi of the Hague; and also that of M. Deutz, 
(‘onsistorial Chief Rabbi at Paris. 

The Berlin College.—A Correspondent of the Orient gives 
a retrospective sketch of the Seminary for Training Leligious 
Teachers, which exists in this city. He shows how, in former 
times, about three thousand dollars were annually squandered, 
without respect to public opinion, or regard to public wants; 


and how resistance to all improvement engendered a spirit of 


opposition, which, at length, overturned and remodelled the 
Seminary. He traces the operation of an eagerness for change, 


through its several stages, until, as he alleges, a neglect of | 


essentials has ensued, and the whole institution is running to 
waste. And all this, where there exists no deficiency of pecu- 
niary means, but where a narrow-minded exclusiveness so 
battled against all safé improvements, that the right time was 


FEAST OF PURIM. 


This festival, celebrated a8 @ religious 
14th day of the month Adar, and cushan 
Purim on the loth of the month, 1s founde 
recorded in the Book of Esther. We are inde oth e 
extracts which follow, to The Hebrew Hever, which, speaking 

‘this festival, says.— 
«The contemporaries of the event which it 
‘ ordained and took upon themselves and their seed, - +. er 
such as joined themselves unto them, not to fail in the eres 
of these two days.’ Therefore, the observance, og re — 
vow on the part of our pious ancestors, confirmed by those 
who at the time were invested with due authority, is binding 
upon us and our descendants unto the latest generations, 
Devoted to hilarity without the prohibition of men’s ordinary 
avocations, (which are_ strictly forbidden on the holy-days 
ordained by the law ot Moses, ) this festival neither partakes of 
that solemnity with which the holy-days of the law are cele- 
brated, nor does. it sink into Bacchanalian orgies, like the 
rejoicings of other ancient nations ; but it is consecrated to 
that heartfelt and grateful Joy which ought to attend the 
memory of the marked and merciful protection of Providence. 


While the annals of other nations record wars and conquests, 
victories and défeats, prosperity and suffering, (all of which, 
doubtless, were’ under the salutary controul of an All-guiding 
Providence.) its direct interposition is no where so visible, as in 
the historv of the Israclites; no one event of which, since the 
calling of Abraham, is.it possible to dwell upon without being 


lost, and the end has been, a reckless wandering from the | 


original and genuine objects of the school. 

Kahva.—TVhe Orient has an interesting article taken from 
the Journal des J ebats, on the schools which have been 
lately founded at Kahira and Alexandria by M. Cremieuz. 
The particulars are briefly these:—On the anniversary of the 
foundation of the school at Auhira, a public examination of the 
pupils, and a distribution of prizes took place, at which the 
most influential inhabitants, together with the Austrian, British, 
Russian, Tuscan, and American Consuls, were present. The 
sight was a gratifying one, and the marked improvement in the 
children, together with the régularity and comfort everywhere 
exhibited, produced a lively satisfaction in all who assisted at 

this interesting ceremony, 

Briton ( Prussia ).—W e ave happy to announce the liberality 
displayed by the Jewish inhabitants of Brilon, in favour of the 
sufferers by the late conflagration at Smyrna. The amount has 
been forwarded to the Hamburg Committee, with a view to its 
immediate transmission. 

Serlin.—The ministerial. paper cotdins, in answer to a 
former application, the resolve of the Government regarding 
the changing of Jewish names. «This practice is on no account 
to be permitted ; the names given at the time of entrance into 
the Covenant, are to be permanently retained, and no change 
whatever is to be allowed, as 

Hamburg.—W e are happy to announce the beneficial effects 
(resulting from recent improvements) which have emanated 
trom theJewish Tudmud Torah school in this city. Chacham Isaac 
Bernays is highly spoken of, as having greatly forwarded the 
objects of this praiseworthy establishment. 

Ltosenberg, 16th Nov.—The Hebrew Congregation of this 
town lvited the celebrated orientalist, Dr. Lévwe, to a magni- 
ficent banquet. _In proposing the health of the learned guest, 

Dr. Eger expatiated most eloquently on. his acquirements as a 
scholar, and particularly reverted to his services in the late 
Damascus affair. The toast, which was most enthusiastically 
received, was feelingly responded to by Dr. Léwe. The healths 
of Sir Moses and Lady Montefiore were also given amidst im- 
mense cheering. We may as well observe that Dr. Lowe 
passed the greater portion of his youthful days in Rosenberg. 


penetrated with the coiviction, that Divine Providence is, Ina 
most signal degree, evinced in that history; so that he who 
duly refleets on-the.facts narrated in their sacred records, 
catinot for an instant separate the fate of the Israelites from the 
thought of the allwise interlerence of their Great'and Omnipo- 
tent Preserver. Indeed, the nation itself seems destined to be 
a living record, an imperishable monument, of the most Impor- 
tant Divine truths. For this purpose, has the mercy of their 
God protected them through manifold dangers; for this 
purpose, His long-suffering still permitted a. remnant to escape, 
when the sword of wrath exacted the fearful penalty of their 
sins; for this purpose,—exiled from their native land, banished 
from regions which once received them hospitably, persecuted by 
those who once befriended them,—they still exist unchanged 
and unmixed, the same in good report as in evil, in prosperity 
as in adversity. . 

* The book in which the events of Purim are recorded is not 
only admitted into the canon of Holy Writ, and, according to 


Valmudic authority, written by sacred inspiration (Talmud, 


treatise Megillah, folio 7), but, like the roll of the law, it is 
copied with the utmost exactitude on vellum, in order to be 
read aloud to the assembled congregation, as part of the service 
of the day. As a mere narrative of events, the style in which 
it is composed, (in the Hebrew,) partakes of that forcible 
simplicity, and indescribable dignity which are peculiar to the 
Sacred Scriptures. Nor is it possible that any Jew can listen 
to its recital, however often repeated, without being penetrated 
with a feeling of awe and veneration. That the facts which it 
narrates are true, cannot be called in question, as, in addition 
to the positive authority to which it is entitled from occupying 
a place in the Sacred Canon, it bears intrinsic evidence of 
having been written at the time the events took place, when 
any departure from the truth could not escape detection. 
Whereas, the writer, in the fullest confidence, appeals to the 
"pager pe knowledge of his contemporaries, and says, ‘ Therefore, 
or all the words of this letter, and of that which they had seen 
concerning this matter, and which had come unto them, the 
Jews ordained, and took upon them,’ &c., (Esther ix. 26, 27). 
And the scrupulous Masoretic care which has, at all times, been 


bestowed on the Megillah (Book of Esther), is a sufficient 
voucher for its unchanged genuineness.” 


“Tt is a singular fact, which, according to our opinion, is decisive of its 
beingstill in precisely the same state as when first written,that the name ofthe 
Deity (according to any of his appellations) is no where directly expressed 
in the book of Esther; although many places bear allusion to the Sacred 


Name, as well in sense as in anagram, as does likewise the religious 
spirit which pervades the whole. It seems as if the book was writen 
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and enlightened in the law. 


under the immediate eye of Ahasuerus, and incorporated with the royal 
records or archives of the Persians, who, as followers of Zorvaster, might 
not have been. disposed to confess the superiority of the true God. 

‘* As it is an obligation either to read, or to hear read, the 


Book of Esther, on the anniversary of the events which it 


records, we pass over the intermediate resumé, of the Hebrew 


Review, to its conclusion, which, after quoting the passage, 
‘The days of Purim shall not cease among the Jews, nor the 
memorial of them perish from their seed’ (Esther ix. 98), says 
a prediction which, up to the ree time, has been literally 
fulfilled. ‘To commemorate Esther’s fast, the eve of the 
festival is a solemn fast-day, and bears her name 5poN npn. 
[1 the evening the congregation assemble in the synagogue, to 
hear the Megiilah recited. This recitation is repeated in the 
morning. Prayers and hymns of thanksgiving are added to 
the service of the day. The affluent distribute their bountiful 
alms to their poorer brethren. No Jew (except the poorest of 
the poor, who is forced to accept the aid of charity) permits the 
day to pass without giving some proot of his liberality. 

‘Such is the feast of Purim; a feast of gratitude and of 
love: Not only a memorial to Israelites, but likewise a 
testimony to all the nations of the earth, in the midst.of whom 
Jews have found a refuge,—that a just and wise Providence 
does protect the innocent and punish the oppressor; and that 
it is not a blind fatality, but a righteous God, who governs the 
universe,’ * | 
RABBI MEIR AND HIS WIFE. 

(From tue Tatmup.) 

Rabbi Meir, the great teacher, was sitting on the Sabbath- 
day, and instructing the people in the Synagague. In the 
meantime, his two sons died; they were both fine of growth 
His wife carried them into the 
attic, laid them on the bed and spread a white cloth over their 
dead bodies. Inthe evening Rabbi Meir came home; *‘ Where 
are my sons?” inguired he, “ that I may give them my 
blessing.” : 

** They went to the Synagogue,” was the reply. ‘* I looked 
round,” returned he, ** and did not perceive them.” She 
reached him a cup 5 he praised the Lord at the close of the 
Sabbath, drank, ‘and asked again: ** Where are my sons? that 
they may also drink of the wine of blessing.” ‘* They cannot 
be far off,” said she, and set before him something to eat. 


a 


~ When he had given thanks after the repast, she said: ‘* Rabbi, 


grant me a request!’’ ** Speak! my love,” answered he. ‘ A 
few days ago, a person gave me some jewels to take care of, 
and now he asks for them again. . Shall I give them back to 
him?’ 
Meir; ‘ Would’st thou hesitate to return every one his own ?” 
‘* Oh no!” replied she, ** but I would not return them without 
thy knowledge.” Soon after she led him to the attic, approached 
and took the cloth off the dead bodies. ‘* Ah! my sons,” 
exclaimed the father sorrowfully, my sons!’ She’ turned 
away and wept. 
* Rabbi, hast thou not taught me, that we must not refuse to 
return that which hath been entrusted to our care? * Behold, 
the Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; The name of 
the Lord be praised!’” ‘‘* The name of the Lord be praised !’” 
rejoined Rabbi Meir; ‘‘ It is well said: He who hath a 
a virtuous wife, hath a greater treasure than costly pearls. ‘ She 
openeth her mouth with wisdom, and on her tongue is the 
law of kindness.’ ”’ Dovor. 


Tar Peyvutim.— The Transiator of the article on this sub- 


ject, in our Nos. 8 & 9, has waited upon us, and proved that | 


the delay of “ the continuation” promised, is solely due to 
unexpected difficulties in obtaining the other works of ‘‘ the 
most pious Rabbins of antiquity,” quoted in the German paper 
employed by him for the contribution of the article to our 


* “To give the completest refutation to all those who, like Haman, attempt 
to dabble with the secrets of futurity, the lot which he cast, V5 gives a 
name DH Purim, to the festival which commemorates the signal defeat 
of his undertaking, his ignominious death, and the complete deliverance 


of his destined victims, who consulted not times or days, but relied 
on Providence.” 


‘* This my wife should not need to ask,” said Rabbi. 


At length she took his hand, and said 
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columns. To prevent misconceptions, we desire it to be 
known, that in admitting this article, we stipulated for two 
things—that the opinions given, should be those only of ancient 
and unquestionable authorities,—and that the quotations from 
their works should be translated from the original Hebrew. 
An allegation of ** German garbling,” which has reached our 
ears, can therefore have no foundation, If there really are 
inaccuracies in what has been published, let them be pointed 
out,—if there are authorities of equal standing in favor of the 
Peyutim, let them be quoted:—the article in @ Oren 
of course, ex-parte; but it cannot be needful f6Pus to avowy 
that, with a bias against some of the Peyutim which remain, 


almost equal to that against others already struck out, we have — 


no desire to lay hands on them ourselves. Our sole object in 
admitting these quotations, has been to elicit truth, wholesome 
truth ; our columns, therefore, are open to corrections, if need- 
ful, and to counter-opinions, if ancient and from authority. 


‘This explanation is for the courteous and candid friends who 


have communicated with us on the subject. We have no 
notice for mere declamation; and as to a statement recently 
published, the judicious reporter, in extracting the sting, has 
extracted the meaning too. : 


\ A POET'S DYING HYMN. 
And must I hence depart? 
Without one flow’r of fame, 
That springing from one loving heart, 
- Might sweetly wreathe my name ? 
And all those glowing dreams, 
Within my soul enshrined, . 
Passing—like Summer’s fitful gleams, 
’Neath Autumn's nipping wind. 


Oh! am I called away, 

Ere all my harp 1s strung ? 
With none to_wake the magic lay, 
That joy o’er me, hath flung. 
Softly its numbers flow, | 

Yet rich, and full, and deep, 
Can ye not hear its music low 
Lulling my soul to sleep? 


I go—I go—Oh Earth! 
Thy glist'ning dreams are o'er; 
The voice of Love—the song of mirth, 
Shall never bless me more. 
The yellow leaves that fall 
Around me in decay, , 
Ilave spirit tones, that gently call 
My yearning soul away. 


But.tears will have their way, 
Thus—thus unknown to fade, 
Oh why—why am I called away, 
Ere one bright wreath I’ve made ? 
Sweet flowers, that sleep in earth, 
Will burst dark winter's chain, 
And deck the world with love and mirth, 
When spring doth smile again. 


And must I with’ring lie, 
On earth’s cold mould’ ring breast ? 
- No! no! my soul shall wake on high, 
Where flow’rs immortal rest. 
-~Thou—thou a seraph’s song 
My harp’s full notes shall wake, 
And soon, oh soon, an angel throng, 


Their deep response shall make. 


Then, Autumn’s plaintive moan, 
Shall breathe of death no theme, 
But flow’rs and leaves now seared and strewn, 
Shall bloom in fadeless spring. 
And man is but a flow’r, at 
Cut down a little while, 
To wake again in Eden’s bower, 
"Neath Spring’s eternal smile. 
GRACE. 
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REVIEWS. 
“ Jerusalem.’ a Treatise on Ecclesiastioal Authority and 
Judaism, by Moses Mendelssohn. Translated, &c. 

The advertisement in our columns, announcing the reduction 
in price of this work, would sg somewhat to justify the 
reproach, that “the English Jews have not been a reading 
people.” The work before us holds a high rank in the estima- 
tion of our continental brethren, among the classic literature 
of modern times. At a more convenient period, we will 
Meeont somemextracts from the work, in justification of the 
Feputation wie it enjoys. In this age, and in this country, 
however, it will be necessary to receive some of Mendelssohn's 
dogmas, with due allowance for the times and circumstances in 
which he wrote. Metaphysicians, like ehomy economists, are 
prone to generalize, and to lay down arbitrary principles, with- 
out sufficient allowance for predisposing and antagonist influ- 
ences. Even in the solar system, the course of one body 1s 
affected by that of every other within its sphere ; much more, 
then, in the social system, when, if there be an inertia, It 1s 
unlike that of physics, and self-government becomes a contl- 
nuous conflict between abstract rules and the foree of events. 
Thus, reasoning men, “ like the poles asunder,” are here 
wositive, there negative,—and still they reason, honestly. Thus 
Mendelssohn, reared amid exclusive and disqualifying influ- 
ences; his genius struggling to emancipate himself and his 


-order from the fetters, moral and political, which galled his 


spirit, in the synagogue, and in the world, possessed an intel- 
lect, which,whule it scattered the mists of error, somewhat dazzled 
its possessor too. It is an ennobling, but an intoxicating course, 
to be cheered on to conquest of any kind ;—to liberalize, is to 


conquer prejudice, and this was the career of Mendelssohn. | portant subject. 


What wonder, then, that in his triumphant onslaught, he should 
strike down all that savoured of restraint, even though that 
restraint might, in some circumstances, become wholesome. 
We mean, that he promulgated broad principles, declaratory of 
the freedom of mind and conscience. What, in the experience 
of a German of that day, could suggest the necessity of a limit 
to those great principles? Could Mendelssohn, as a wise father, 
have allowed the latitude at home, which he taught for the larger 
splere abroad? If so, we, as Jews, see the result, and grieve. 

Let British Jews read ** Jerusalem,” and its accompani- 
ments, as we have said,—with allowance for the times od cir- 
cumstances in which it was written. 


A Collection of the Prophecies Concerning the Gathering of 
the Jews from all Parts of the Earth to their Own Land, and 


the Glory which shall be Revealed in the Latter Day.—_ 


* 


London: L. and G, Seeley, 169, Fleet Street, 1842. 

This little Book, ostensibly dedicated to the Jews, would be un- 
objectionable, if it were not for the laboured interpolations with 
which it abounds, These blundering attempts to wrest the 
meaning of the text, so as to favor the peculiar views of the 
‘** millenial ’ Editor, stand out in instructive contrast with such 
passages as the following, which are, however, given without 
the interpolation of any comment. To us, indeed, it would 
seem rather a difficult task to reconcile some of these stubbornly 
clear texts, with such dogmas as the setting aside (or fulfilment) 
of the statutes given through Moses, or the scheme of merging 
the Jews, by conversion, into the body of the Gentiles. 

* Zechariah xii. 23.—Thus saith the Lord of hosts, In those 
days it shall come to pass, that ten men shall take hold out of 
all languages of the nations, even shall take hold of the skirt of 
him that is a Jew, saying, We will go with you; for we have 
heard that God is with you.” | 

“ Ezekiel xxxvil. 24, 25.—And David my servant shall be 
king over them; and they all shall have one shepherd: they 
shall also walk in my Judgments, and observe my statutes and 
do them,” 

** Isaiah lxi. 9.—And their seed shall be known among the 
Gentiles, and their offspring among the people; all that see 
them shall acknowledge them, that they are the seed which 
the Lord hath blessed.”’ ; | 

‘‘Tsaiah lii, 1.—Awake, awake; put on thy strength, O 
Zion; put on thy beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, the holy 
city; for henceforth there shall no more come into thee the 


uncircumcised and the unclean.” 


THE VOICE OF JACOB. 


NOTICES FOR THE ENSUING FORTNIGHT. 


idav. ‘eb. 8th of Sabbath at 5 o’Clock 
Wed. 23 “13 
yew Sabbath at 5 o'Clock 
Sabb. 26 “ 16 Portion of the week Nwn *5 


© The Sabbath before Purim is called Pashath Zachor: Wt (remember) 
being the first word of the Maphtir, read in @ second Sepher, taken from 
the ark in the morning service. This Maphtir (Deut. xxv. 17. to the end 
of the chapter) is appointed to remind Israel, in accordance with the text, 
of the conduct of the Amalekites, from whom Haman was a descendant. 

** A notice of this festival will be found in a preceeding page. 
~~ TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Deaths and Marriages.—We assure a courteous Corres- 
pondent, that we would gladly perform our promise as to such 
insertions, but we cannot undertake to collect the information. 

Sermons for the Young.—We have thankfully to acknow- 
ledge a series of these in manuscript. We shall make occa- 
sional selections under the head in our plan ‘ Sabbath Evening 
Discourses.” 

IL. L., of Birmingham, is thanked ; his communication 
reached us too late for this Number. sid 

The College-—We do not feel warranted in publishing the 
communications which reach us, expressing misgivings of an 
adequate scheme issuing from the present acting committee ; 
nor can we justify the policy which abandons the field, and 
throws up official appointments into other hands than those 
which conferred them. Nothing yet is definitely settled even 
in the provisional committee ;.and it is the public only (to which 
that committee must report) who are the arbiters on this im- 


Communications from Portsmouth, and from other corres- 
pondents, have reached us too late for the present number. 
We throw ourselves upon the indulgence of numerous 


friends, for whose contributions, we are unable to find room 


at present, 
. JEWISH ‘THEOLOGIAN in Germany, well versed in 


| d Ancient and Modern Languages, is desirous of obtaining a situation as 


Tutor in a private family, or as master in a public school, either in England or 
France. He has had the entire management, including the education, of several 
youths (chiefly English) at Mannheim andat Frankfort. He can be recommended 
by gentlemen of great eminence, and has testimonials from the Gymnasium, the 
University, and also from several Rev, Gentlemen. Letters addressed: to M.S&., 
care of the editor of the vice of Jacob, will be immediately attended to. 
| EBREW NATIONAL SCHOOL, Birmingham. Wanted 
a Seconp Master capable of instructing the younger classes in the 
rudiments of Hebrew and English, Writing, Arithmetic, &c. Satary LIBERAL. 
Applications stating age, acquirements, professional experience and references, to 
be addressed to the Rev. M. J. Raphall, Head-Master, Synagogue, Birmingham.— 
N, A native of England will be preferred. 


\ ANTED, by the Manchester Hebrew Association, to 

undertake the charge of a Free School, for children of all ages, a com- 
petent Teacher of the Hebrew and English languages. Application to be made, 
and testimonials forwarded, to Mr. Isaac A. Franklin, Honorary Secretary, 11. 
Bond-street, Manchester, from whom all further information may be obtained. 

Reduction in price from 20 to 7 Shillings. 

ERUSALEM, a treatise on Ecclesiastical Authority and 

Judaism, by Moses Mendelssohn; translated from the German, by M. Samuel. 
A few copies of the above work in two Vols. Octavo, may be had of B. Steill, 
20, Paternoster Row, at the above low price. . 


Preparing for Publication, an English translation of 


HE CONCILIATOR, of R. Manasseh ben Israel, recon- 


M ciling all the apparent contradictions of the Holy Bible; 2 vols. demy 8vo., 
with Biographical Notices, by the translator, of upwards of 250 authors, quoted 
in the work; and a portrait of the author. Price to Subscribers only, £1. 1.; 
half to be paid on the delivery of each volume. 

“ This work is recommended to all Biblical Scholars by the learned Grotius.””— 
Rees’ Cyclopedia—and is highly approved of by all our Ecclesiastical authorities. 
Persons desirous of becoming Subscribers will please to notify the same to 
E. H. Lindo, 4, Castle Street, Bevis Marks; if by post to be prepaid. 


P. PHILLIPS, 2, NEWHALL STREET. BIRMINGHAM. 


MANUFACTURER OF METALLIC PENS, ‘having 


‘A. commenced the above business, appeals to his brethren for a share of 
their patronage, as it is a principle with all other sects to transact their business 


with each other. P. P. begs leave to remind his friends that he has for the term — 


of twenty-five years conducted a manufactory of Gilt Toys, and his determination 


is to make a good article at a fair price. He also begs to inform them that he 


continues manufacturing Gilt Jewellery. Shi orders executed with - 
tuality and dispatch. | 


London: Published by 


STEILL, Paternost 
Revediia rnoster Row; and sold b 


Church Row, Aldgate; Abrahams; Catchpool; an 


and Dyte & Son, 106, Strand, 
Printed by E. Vanty, 27, Camomile Street, Bishopsgate. 


Valentine, Houndsditch; Wertheimer & Co., Circus-place, Finsbury ; 
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